Biology: Changing the world--a tribute to Patrick Steptoe, Robert Edwards and Jean Purdy.
On the 13th March 2015, the Society of Biology unveiled a blue plaque at the Kershaw's Hospice in Oldham. This was the former site of Dr Kershaw's Cottage Hospital where in 1971 Patrick Steptoe, Robert Edwards and Jean Purdy set up a small laboratory that ultimately led to the development of in vitro fertilisation or IVF and the birth of Louise Brown. Amongst those present at the ceremony was Professor Andrew Steptoe (British Heart Foundation, Professor of Psychology) the son of Patrick Steptoe. This paper reproduces the text of the speech he made to mark the occasion and is reproduced in Human Fertility for its future historical significance.